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in league with the pirates, who paid them to wink
at their doings. Those who were more honest
had insufficient power to check the evil practices
that were leniently, if not favourably, regarded
by the colonial community, while their time was
fully occupied in combating the factious opposition
of the colonial legislatures, and in protective
measures against the French and Indians. The
English Government, absorbed in the French war,
had no ships in the Indian seas; but the straits
to which English trade in the East had been
reduced, and the enormous losses caused by the
pirates, at last forced some measures to be adopted
for coping with the evil that had assumed such
gigantic proportions.